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Br, Jack B, Evans
Attacney for the Clity of Tammsos

Haal Baildimg
Toomson, Georgla 30824

Lwar Nr. Evans:

This is in refersace to the nmew chavter for ths
Gity of Thsxson, Ceoriis, submitted to cthe Attorney
tsneral pursuznt to Sectiocn 5 ef the Voting Kizhis
Act of 1563, Yeour subsiszion was reesived e July 3,
1978,

Ve hrve givea csreful considersztion to the asuvb-
aitted charcter changes and supporting information &s
well a3 ioformstion and ecements obtained from otier
surzes. Bxoept £3 Indicated delow, ths Attormey
Ganeral does pot ebjzct to thr {splementatlion of the
new chatter provisisns, Eowever, aftar cavefully
sonsideria; the proposed chanzes, we oxs umsble to
con2lude, 58 we wust valer the Votins Rights Ael, thes .
those proviaions of the mew charter rasulring mudered
posts and gtagzersd tetns for the election of cowmacil-
Ban &nd the maiority resairexemt for mayor do mast hsve -
8 dizcrivinatory tacis] effect. I mmat, therefore, oo ‘
bebalf of the Attosney Senersl, iotarpose am sbjectios
to ths implemsatation of these sspects of the eharter,

sr 33slysiz shows that where, &3 in Thomsom,
there {s imcressing particisatiom in the political pro-
cess by the blach coummwamaity, the use of puazbered posts,
st3zzered teras md mrjority reduirements have the
potaatial for reduzing the oppeztinity for minority
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mmmolmmﬂmndthirtheiu. See

Bhite v, #12 ©.8. 755 (1973), affirming
Lrxves v, o3, 343 F., Bupp. 704 (W.U. Texss 1972),
¥hiteomd w, Chavis, 493 U.5. 124 (1571). Under such

. it

tanses, the Attorpey Gemeral canpot cextify that
no such effect will easus.

Of eourso, Section 5 parmits you to seck @
doclaratery judznent from the Pistrict Court for the
Bistrict of Coluxbia that this plax peither has the
purpess nor will have the effset of denying ar ebridzing -
ths rizbt to vote en sccovmt of racs. Until such =
Judgoent {3 rendered by that court, haowvever, the legal
effsct of the sbjection of the Attorney Genersl is to
rendar wenforeceable thasa chanzes 1n the methed of
cloethzehuyw: and exmcil menhers o the City of
Thoxson. WTEE

wameaiumtinitmsméctmwb-
miasion you refsr to ceartain annexations which have
bezn mz2de To the City of IThomsam., ©f cocrze, wader
Section 5 mmexations, 1iks ether voting chanzes, ars
wnsnforcezbls valess snd wtil preciesramce hss bacn
obtained eithar frem Ciw District Couxt for the District
of Columbis or tha Attorasy Gemersi. Skould you choose
o subnit to the Attarmey Genmerzl, wo will de abdble to -
mmmmmummlmdum

following:

1. Coples of srdinsece mumbers 297, 330, 303,
306, 313, 311, 317, 319, 321 emd 122 which
smuaxad property inte the gity.

2. The scrsaze of esch sresammoxed.

3. The popsulatiom by race ef each area at the
time of somexation, or at the presest Lime
4f that 15 more yeadily available (1f exact
fizures srs not knoma, your beat astimatas
wiil suffice).
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4. The loestico of each smnexation on 8 city
wes (the mspy we received previously oaly
‘xaara:d the szzTezite snmaxed ares).

S. Ths usage of the laud-~cemmerclal, resideazial,
stz

Sincerely,

; J. STANLEY PUITIEGER
vl ; Assistant Attstaey Gemeral
£ Civil Rights Livisicn




